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Climate Change: By the
Numbers

1 2020: the goal year for the
US Navy to cut its use of
fossil fuels in half. The
Quadrennial Defense
Review, a major report of
all US military operations,
sets several goals for the
Army, Navy, Air Force, and
Marines to operate in a
world shaped by climate
change. Read more here!

9 1,198: the number of
state legislators from 49 US
states who sent a letter
calling for clean energy
legislation to President
Obama and leaders of
Congress. This group is
dubbed the Coalition of
Legislators for Energy
Action Now (CLEAN). Read
the CLEAN letter here!

1 33%: the growth in GHG
emissions for the state of
Kentucky from 1990 to
2005. This ranks the
Bluegrass State as the
worst in the country for
GHG emissions growth,
over twice the national
average.

The winter of our discontent?

Welcome to the February 2010 edition of the ClearSky Climate Solutions
Newsletter. This quarterly bulletin is designed to help keep you informed
of the latest action at ClearSky as well as provide climate change news and
information from the USA and around the world.

Recent Happenings at ClearSky: UNITED
NATIONS
The United Nations meetings in :H:HTE

Copenhagen this past December o COMNFFRENCE
received a great deal of news coverage  COPENHAGEN 2009

around the world. For a clear re-cap

of the meeting’s results, we recommend the Pew Center’s webpage.
ClearSky CEO Keegan Eisenstadt was in attendance at the meetings, and his
commentary can be found on the ClearSky News page. We, along with
millions of other people around the world, were discouraged by the
incremental progress made in Copenhagen. On the positive side, however,
55 countries came forward with climate action pledges by the proposed
January 31 deadline. And for Americans who’d like to see action on climate
and energy issues, the EPA is quickly moving along with plans for
mandatory monitoring and reduction of greenhouse gases. Read more
about these stories on Page 2!

Other ClearSky projects this winter have included:

- Visiting several forest landowners in Argentina regarding potential
carbon offset projects

- Joining the United Nations Climate Neutral Network

- Discussing carbon offset projects with state agencies, Native American
tribes, and timber mills in Montana

- Presenting at the 2010 Electric Utilities and Environment Conference in
Phoenix, AZ, the largest event of its kind in the USA

As always, you can keep up with ClearSky at our News Page online!
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Climate Change: By the
Numbers ¢ Cont.

1 35,000: the number of
Megawatts (MW) of wind
power generating capacity
now installed in the USA.
2009 saw the addition of
almost 10,000 MW of wind
energy capacity added to
the grid, a boost fueled
mostly by stimulus funding.

1 268,000: the number of
metric tons of CO2
equivalent emitted by the
2010 Olympic Games in
Vancouver. The Vancouver
Organizing Committee has
taken several major efforts
to reduce the impact of
this year’s Games, and they
are also offsetting the
entire carbon footprint
that cannot be reduced.
Read more here!

9 #1: the rank of the past 10
years among the warmest
decades in recorded
history. NASA analysis of
global temperature data
reveals that 2009 was the
2"-warmest year on
record since 1880, and that
the past 10 years have
been the warmest decade
since measurement began.
Read more here!

1 129,000: the number of
in-state jobs created if
Michigan adopted the
Michigan Climate Action
Council’s plan. This is
according to an economic
review of the plan, which
can be found here.

Climate Change in the News

Click on the headlines and links below to get the full story

Baby steps: nations establish voluntary pledges to curb emissions

Despite the shortcomings of this December’s UN Climate Change Conference,
there have been a few indications that nations around the world are taking
the Copenhagen Accord seriously. One of the best signs has been the
collective action of 55 countries (including the USA and China) that have
formally submitted voluntary commitments to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. The commitments registered so far include some very aggressive
individual goals (Norway and Japan top the list), but so far the overall
proposed cuts still fall short of the necessary reductions suggested by the
IPCC. This is proof of the growing political will to establish limits on
greenhouse gases, and more negotiations are sure to follow.

US Environmental Protection Agency moving ahead with GHG rules

This past December, the US EPA made an official
announcement that GHGs pose significant risk to
human health. This “endangerment finding” resulted
from a long process triggered by a 2007 US Supreme
Court decision, and opens the way for the EPA to begin
regulating GHGs under the Clean Air Act. Additionally,
the EPA’s “mandatory reporting rule” became effective
at the end of 2009, requiring facilities that emit more
than 25,000 metric tons of CO2 equivalent to formally
report their emissions with the EPA. More rules to
control emissions are expected in March, although Senator Murkowski (R-AK)
is already trying to limit the EPA’s authority to act with a ‘disapproval
resolution” (unsurprisingly, it’s already been revealed that lobbyists from oil
companies helped write her complaints).

EPA Administrator
Lisa Jackson

No need to rush that trip to the Himalayas

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is
defending its credibility after an error was
acknowledged in their most recent 2007 Assessment
Report. A section in the report which stated that the
glaciers in the Himalayas could disappear as early as 2035 was revealed to
have been based on an unscientific source, which was not properly fact-
checked. Despite this glaring error, which has received substantial attention
in the media, the IPCC maintains that the overall conclusion of the report
remains undeniable — that human actions are warming the planet and
causing widespread effects throughout natural systems around the globe.
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Required Reading

Global goal map and Climate
score-board

The United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) has published an
interactive map that allows
users to see the different
commitments made by
countries around the world
to reduce GHG emissions.
The UNEP site also tracks
how these commitments
stack up against the
requirement to hold global
temperatures to a 2°Crise
by the end of the century.

Similarly, Climate Interactive
has analyzed the registered
commitments and published
an easy “scoreboard,” along
with several models of future
GHG emissions. Both of
these sites make great
demonstrations for a
presentation or classroom
setting!

DNRGGK LayQi
The New Economics
Foundation (nef) has
released a new report that
tests the assumption that
continued economic growth
is possible. This report is
worth reading, and it’s sure
to spark a good discussion
among your friends. For
those who’d like a video
teaser, try nef’s video about
the Impossible Hamster.

US companies must now disclose climate-related risks

The US Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) - the federal agency that governs
securities exchanges, brokers, and dealers —
recently announced that publicly-traded
companies in the US must disclose climate-
related risks to their investors. Forecasted
climate shifts can dramatically affect the
availability of natural resources, as well as the
regulatory environment in which these companies do business. Now these
risks will be treated like any other business risk, which are regularly reported
in corporate filings. Many investors had complained that they weren’t
getting enough information on corporate strategies to deal with long-term
climate change, and the SEC agreed. Now companies will be required to
consider international agreements, US climate legislation, indirect market
effects, and physical impacts of climate change. Proponents of this measure
are applauding the decision as essential for making informed investment
decisions, which detractors are saying that it's premature and burdensome
for companies. This decision comes on the heels of a major Ceres study that
found fewer than half of large asset managers in the US consider climate
risks when making decisions about their portfolios.

NOAA introduces Climate Services website

The US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration released a new
website, to provide a public gateway to climate-related data and research.
The site offers several interactive displays to visualize climate information, as
well as a comprehensive data library that makes all sorts of information easy
to download or request. We think it’s a very nice step towards transparency
and open information sharing — check it out for yourself!

ClearSky Corner: Getting to know you

Liam Hassett is new in the fight for carbon
neutrality, as ClearSky’s new student intern.
He’ll be working on a variety of projects with
ClearSky, including GHG assessments. Mr.
Hassett, originally from New Jersey, transferred
to the University of Montana to study Resource
Management and Climate Change. Both of
these degrees are linked to an interest in
wildland fire science. Before college, Liam
worked with a few small businesses and
traveled through much of the USA, as well as
parts of Canada and British Isles. One of his personal ambitions is to cycle
through all 50 states before he is 50.
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A view from the field

Closing Credits

This Newsletter is brought to This issue’s featured photo comes from the Province of Misiones in

you by the entire ClearSky Argentina, where ClearSky CEO Keegan Eisenstadt traveled in December to
team: visit with several landowners about forest-carbon projects. He snapped a

photo of this Capybara, the largest rodent in the world! Semi-aquatic
rodents are some of our favorite animals.

Keegan Eisenstadt, CEO
(406) 721-3000 ext. 1241

Stephen Handler, Project
Developer
(406) 721-3000 ext. 1240

Molly White, Project Developer
(406) 721-3000 ext 1242

Jon Kuennen, Business
Development Specialist
(406) 531-8695

Featured Partner

ClearSky would like to
recognize the work of our
featured partner, the
Montana Sustainable
Business Council. We’ve

been members of the SBC for
over a year and we’re big
fans of their local approach
to business.

Looking back

If you’d like to access any of the previous ClearSky E-Newsletters, you can
find them all at our website:
www.clearskyclimatesolutions.com/newsletter.html

Looking ahead

If there’s a topic or question you’d like to see us cover in one of our
newsletters, just let us know! You can reach us by email at:
info@clearskyclimatesolutions.com

e i’ <l Thanks for reading, and stay tuned for the next ClearSky E-Newsletter!
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